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Christmas Celebrations 
 
Every member of the Prenton Prep. Community has helped us celebrate this festive time. 
The Foundation Stage children performed their Christmas story called “The Star who couldn’t 
Twinkle”.  All the children showed such confidence in enacting their own particular part and we 
were very pleased and delighted with the finished play. 
“Rodney the Rat” was a Christmas story the Infants told and I am sure all who saw it would 
agree that it was a lovely, touching production in which both acting and singing were of a very 

high quality. 
To complete the celebrations, our Juniors performed “Everywhere, Everywhere Christmas Tonight” at 
St Saviour’s Church as part of our annual Carol Service.  It was a fun and lively production and everyone 
enjoyed the singing and readings very much and we were happy to see so many of the wider PPS family 
were able to join us. A particular highlight was the visit of Pablo the Reindeer who had flown in especially 
from Mexico and seemed to thoroughly enjoy himself. 
Finally Father Christmas, once again managed to interrupt his busy schedule to put in an appearance at 
our Infant and Foundation Stage parties.  The children really did seem to be awestruck but managed to 
put on quite a show for him! 

PPS in the Community: 
 
Once again PPS has been extremely generous in its work for the wider community.  Many of our pupils 
have been involved in spreading some Christmas cheer around the Wirral.  Years 3 & 4 went to The 
Vincent Harkins Day Centre and sang a medley of carols and songs to the elderly people who expressed 
their pleasure and gratitude.  Also, Year 2 sang a variety of Christmas songs from their production at 
Corona House where the residents found the children’s festive spirit heart warming. 
Forum Housing were pleased and grateful for the food donations we sent them following our F.S. Harvest 
Festival Assembly and Barnado’s were delighted with the donation of £190.00 collected at the Infant and 
Junior Harvest Festival Service at St. Saviour’s church. 
The Poppy Appeal was boosted once again through the generosity of our children.  The exact amount is 
yet to be confirmed by the Royal British Legion. 
The Christmas Carol Service collection amounted to £165.00 which The Wirral Toy Library were very 
grateful to receive and finally this term, £100.00 has been donated by the staff “No Christmas Card” 
initiative which will be sent to Cafod’s World Gifts to help a variety of families in third world countries. 
Thank you all for your continued generosity which never fails to amaze us resulting in many charities 
benefiting from your kindness. 

PARKING  
 
Thank you for your patience and co-operation as 
the traffic has been difficult during the road works 
on Rose Mount. 
However we have still had several complaints from 
our neighbours regarding parking.  Please respect 
their rights of access and our children’s safety. 

UNIFORM 
 
Please would parents ensure that children arrive at 
school with a coat at this time of year.  Please note 
school coats should be dark blue or black with no, 
or the absolute minimum, coloured trim.  Please 
set aside a time over Christmas to check or replace 
name tabs in all garments as there have been 
several issues lately when we have been unable to 
identify items of uniform.   

All the staff at Prenton Preparatory School wish you a Merry Christmas, 
Peace and Good Health for 2010. 

We look forward to welcoming all the children back to school 
on Wednesday 6th January 2010. 



 Foundation Stage 

News 
 

The children in the 
Foundation Stage have 

come to the end of a 
busy and exciting term. 

Our production of ñThe 

Star Who Couldnôt Twinkleò was performed 
first for the school and then to a hall full of 

relatives and friends. The children learned a lot 
from their role-play of the familiar 

Nativity story and all those who listened to 
their singing and watched the performance said 

that they had really enjoyed it. 
Our Christmas visit was to see Santa at 

Gordale Nursery, Chester High Road. 
Each child visited the grotto, received a gift and 

then completed the afternoon 
with a snack in the Gordale café.  

Any profits raised by the 
Nursery are being donated to 

local charities so we were glad 
to support their efforts. 

The term ended with a fun 
Christmas party day.  We played 

games, had a visit from Father 
Christmas and enjoyed sharing 

our party food together.  All of 
the children looked lovely wearing their party 

clothes for the special occasion. 

 

Year 1 Children report on their trip to 

Conwy Castle 

 
Year Oneôs trip this term was to Conwy Castle. 

Our guide showed us how to use our hands to 

make the drawbridge, port-
cullis, double and single 

gates and other features of 
the castle.  We loved look-

ing at the model of the 
castle and walls as it would 

have appeared when it was 
being lived in.  We climbed 

up the Kingôs tower and saw the chapel but we 
couldnôt get into some parts of it because there 

were men repairing it to make it safe again for 
visitors.  We also had lunch in the Queenôs 

gardens where we could see the two bridges 
over the river. 

 

Year 2ôs Autumn News 

 
We went to Brotherton Park to look for seeds. 

Charlotte Saverimutto remembers that she 
saw the mummy trees and looked for the baby 

trees but couldnôt find them. This was because 
the squirrels had taken the seeds a long way 

away and buried them.  Because they had for-
gotten about them the seeds grew a long way 

from the mummy tree. 
Jensen Woodward says: When we walked 

around we saw bunny rabbitsô holes under the 
trees.  We went to the lake to find some fish but 

we didnôt catch any in our containers. 

We also went to Corona House to perform our 
Christmas Concert for the elderly people there.  

They all seemed very happy with our perform-
ance and gave us selection boxes at the end. 

ñHorton Hears a Whoò 

 
Years One and Two went to the 

cinema at Liverpool One to see the film.  
We had the whole cinema to ourselves!  

Some of the children remember different 
parts of the film: 

Scarlotte Mok: Horton was an 

elephant and he found a little speck. 
Emma Connolly: All the people on the tiny 

world made as much noise as they could 
until at last the animals in Hortonôs world 

could hear them and they were saved. 
Sohail Miller: I liked this film. I wanted 

everyone to believe Horton could hear the 
voice by the end. 

 

Molly Weir and Elle Nudd tell us about 

the Year 3 trip around the 

Wirral Peninsula. 

 
On Monday, 14th September, Year 3 went 

on a trip around the Wirral to study the 
rocks. 

First of all we went to Thurstaston Shore 
and looked at the Boulder Clay cliffs.  They 

were made by glaciers millions of years 
ago! 

At Grange Hill we noticed the 
sandstone.  This stone was made when the 

Wirral was part of a vast desert.  The sand 
in this desert was squashed to make sand-

stone. 
We then went to the Sand-Dunes at West 

Kirby and saw how the sand had been 
blown there by the wind. 

After this we went back to school. 

I really enjoyed the trip. 
 

Tom Johnson reports on the Year 4 trip 

to Port Sunlight 

 
On Monday 5th October we went on a 

school trip to Port Sunlight.  First we went 
to a War Memorial in the middle of a round-

about.  There were statues of people who 
had died during the war.  After that we 

walked down Park Road, Lower Road and 
Queen Maryôs Drive and looked at the 

different types of houses. 
Moments later we were at a graveyard 

where William Hesketh Lever and his wife 
were buried.  William Hesketh Lever was 

the person who started the soap factory and 
built the village for his workers.  After 

about ten minutes we were outside the Lady 
Lever Art Gallery.  It is called that because 

William named it after his wife who died 
before him.  Then we went past the 

Gladstone Theatre which used to be a dining 
hall for men.  Then we walked past Church 

Drive School.  I found out that the junior 
playground used to be a river.  We crossed 

the road and observed Lever House, it used 
to be offices for the Soap Factory.  There 

were two doors for entering, one was for 

men and one was for women.  We also 
found out that the Garden Centre on Queen 

Maryôs Drive used to be a swimming pool. 
Eventually we were on the bus back to 

school.  It was a good trip and I learned lots 
of things. 

Bramall Hall by Sam Quigley 

 
Our class all met at school early in the 

morning with our lunch wrapped up in a tea 
towel, ready to go to Bramall Hall. 

We got on the minibus with Mr. Brayley, 
and our teacher Mrs. Jones and off we set.  

The journey took us about an hour. 

When we arrived at the Hall we were 
greeted by one of the servants who had a 

chat with us.  After this she took us into the 
Great Hall where we dressed up in Tudor 

costumes.  The boys had to put on a ruff, hat 
and breeches.  The girls had to wear a ruff, 

mop hat and a long skirt. 
After we got our  costumes on, the servant 

took us into the Herb room so we could 
make nosegays to take home. The servant 

then took us into a little room off the Great 
Hall where we wrote our names using a 

goose feather, ink and sand.  Then we had 
lunch. 

When lunch had 
finished we had a  

fifteen minute walk 
around the grounds and 

gardens.  Then it was 
off to dance and learn to 

play Tudor instruments, which we all had a 
turn of playing.  After the enjoyable music 

we got ready to return to school. 
We all thanked Peggy for a great day and 

off we went back to school. 
 

Sean Heffey and John Thompson tell us 

about the Maritime Museum 

 

On 18th November Year 6 went on a trip to 
the Maritime Museum. When we arrived we 

were taken by surprise when we were led 
into a room where ten ladies were singing 

the ñAlley, Alley Ohò.  We were greeted 
and told to take a seat.  We were quite 

surprised to find that there was  
another school there as well as us as we 

thought that we would be the only school 
there.  First we were given some 

information on the Second World War. 
After that they showed us a stirrup pump 

and what it does, they said that fire fighters 
would use them.  Next they showed us the 

incendiary bomb which is now called a flare 
bomb.  The German pilots liked to see 

where they were dropping their bombs so 
they dropped these first.  When these were 

dropped they scattered shrapnel everywhere, 
this could kill you as it was fast and sharp.  

One of the ladies told us a story about these 
clever boys who were carrying a table to a 

house when the air raid siren went off.  
They put the table up against a wall and hid 

under it. When it 
stopped and they got 

out from under the 
table there was a lot of 

shrapnel in the table. 

Next they showed us 
combinations which 

really embarrassed us 
because they held them 

up for everyone to see. 



 We enjoyed many things about the trip but 

these were some of the things we enjoyed 
most.  We also gathered lots of information on 

the Second World War. 
We had a great time at the Maritime Museum 

and think other classes will enjoy it as much as 
we did. 

 

Chloe Maher reports on 

ñThe Horrible Historiesò 

play at the Floral Pavilion 

 

On 17th September Year 6 
went to the Floral Pavilion 

to see ñHorrible Histories, 
Woeful Second World 

Warò.  It was a great trip 
and a fantastic way to kick 

off our studies on this topic. 
The basis of this production was the 

adventures of two young children who had 
been evacuated to Wales.  They faced the 

trouble of settling in and getting to know their 
new guardians. 

The first half was good and it left us eagerly 
waiting for the second half.  We were amazed 

when they started handing out glasses.  It was 
to be in 3D! 

We were approximately three minutes into the 
second half when the 3D screen froze.  A loud 

speaker announced that we were having 
technical difficulties but we didnôt mind as we 

were just excited to be there.  A few minutes 
later we were entranced by the performance. 

The 3D effects were super!  I cannot say how 
many times we jumped out of our seats.  I 

think Mrs. Fallon enjoyed it as well.  This trip 

has made me look forward to history lessons 
even more.  It was superb! 

 

Phoebe Lloyd-Hazlegreaves remembers 

Year 5 and 6ôs trip to see ñRace to Witch 

Mountainò. 

 
On 22nd October we went to the Vue 

cinema in Birkenhead.  We left at around 
9.30am and got there just in time for the 

movie. 
There were lots of other schools there for the 

film too as it was National Film Week. 
The film we were there to see was ñRace to 

Witch Mountainò, it was a movie about a cab 
driver who helped two children get to their 

destination in the middle of nowhere. 
A group of men were looking for the children 

and were trying to capture them for their own 
nefarious plans as these children were actually 

aliens! 
They went through a number of fearful 

moments where weird 
things kept happening but 

eventually the aliens got 
their spaceship back 

(which the group of men 
had stolen) and went back 

to their land in outer space. 
It was a very good movie 
and I would recommend it 
to other people.  I enjoyed 
the morning out and Iôm 
sure everyone else did too. 

The Hospital Force 

 
On the 26th September the Kinetic Theatre 
performed for Years 1  -  6. 
There were two actors who each played a variety 

of parts in the scientific play ñThe Hospital 
Forceò.  In this story an evil doctor was trying to 
put lots of Iron into young childrenôs blood as an 
experiment. This made everyone stiffen up and 
become magnetic. 
Her evil plot was eventually foiled by the tea 
lady and a police man and the tea lady got her 
wish to go to the police ball! 

There was a lot of information about forces in the 
play and all the classes who watched it learnt lots 
of new Science and really enjoyed it too. 
 

Cinderella at the Floral Pavilion 

by Aya Elzeiny. 

 
On 25th November Years one to six went to the 

Floral Pavilion to see Cinderella. 
When we got there we were all so excited as we 
went in and sat down. 
The music at the beginning was sensational and 
then it started.  Lots of funny men were dancing 
about the stage then they all introduced 
themselves.  I liked Prince Charming the best he 
was funny and handsome.  It was amusing when 

Buttons kept trying to get Cinderella to kiss him. 
It was also cute when the Baron Hardup was 
saying lots of nice things about his wife. 
I loved all the ballet moves and dancing because 
I used to do ballet.  All the costumes were pretty 
too. 
We all loved it all the way through.  It had such a 
happy ending it made me cry. 
 

Football Report by 

Ryan Hozack, 

William Newbolt,  

Jack Price & 

John Thompson. 

 
Our football season kicked 
off with an away trip to 

Mostyn House.  It was a 
tense game and the final 

score was 3-3.  There were two newcomers to 
our team in this game: Michael Davies and 
Sam Quigley. 
Next came a tournament at Ellesmere College in 
Shropshire.  We started well winning our first 
game 5-0 with a great team effort from all 

involved.  Our second game was much more 
difficult but we managed to draw 0-0 and were 
confident for our remaining games. 
Unfortunately we lost our two remaining games 
0-1 and 1-3 meaning that we went into the shield 
competition instead of the cup. 
In the semi-final of the shield we played a strong 
team but managed our best performance to date 

with a 1-0 win putting us into the final. 
The final was a tough end-to-end game which 
ended up 0-0 after extra time going on to 
penalties.  We managed to win 3-1 on penalties 
therefore winning our first trophy of the season. 
Our third and final game of the term was the first 
round of the ISA cup away at Aldford School.  It 
was another tight game which we unfortunately 
lost 1-3. 

We have enjoyed this term and well done to all 
who have represented the school. 
All the football clubs resume in the first week 
back next term. 

Swimming by William Newbolt 
 
This term our swimming team have once again 
been very successful. 
Our first Gala of the season was the ISA North 

Area Championships in Stockport.  We won the 
Under 12 Boys trophy with Harry Das, William 
Newbolt, Jack Price, Marcus Ronayne-Sambucci 
and John Thompson making up the team. 
The girls team was Hannah Das, Bonnie Ha, 
Phoebe Lloyd-Hazlegreaves, Katy Munn, 
Jessica Price and Ellie Wilson and they finished 
second in the Under 12 Girls competition.  As we 

had done so well seven of us qualified to represent 
the North of England in the ISA National Finals. 
We then had a gala against Merton House where a 
total of twenty-six children took part.  Both our óAô 
and óBô teams beat Merton.  Congratulations to all 
of our swimmers, many of them representing the 
school for the first time. 
Our last school gala was on November 17th in 

Rochdale and we competed against eight other 
schools.  Eighteen swimmers represented the school 
on this occasion and we returned with an extremely 
healthy number of ribbons and medals. 
Once again the highlight of the term was the ISA 
National Finals in Coventry.  Every one of our 
competitors was placed in the top three in each of 
the events they entered.  This meant we returned to 

school with a total of eighteen medals (seven gold, 
five silver and six bronze).  Special mentions go to 
Hannah Das the ISA National U10 Breaststroke 
champion and our school Medley Relay team who 
were also U12 National champions. 

 

Karate report by Emily Gaffney, Year 6 

 
This term in Karate we have been taught many 

things.  First we learnt punches, blocks, kicks and 
how to count to ten in Japanese.  Then we started to 
learn Kata.  These are set routines to practice all the 
different moves and stances. 
Both the infant and the junior clubs have lots of 
people in them and everybody is having lots of fun 
experiencing a new sport.  I have really enjoyed it 
so far and am looking forward to next term very 

much. 

 

Dance Report by Miss Morgan-Hayes 

 
This term  the Dance Timetable has been 
re-scheduled and lessons are now held at the 
following times: 
 

Monday 12.10 - 12.40 Ballroom & Latin 
Monday 12.40 - 1.10 Infant Ballet & Modern 
Friday 3.30 - 4.15 Junior Ballet & Modern 
 
Parents and pupils seem happy with the new 
arrangements, class sizes  are small, ensuring plenty 
of individual attention and encouragement,  and all 
of the children continue to work enthusiastically 

and are making good progress. 
Congratulations are extended to Joely Ross, 
Parneet Dhillon and Kiera Sahota all of whom were 
Commended in their recent Modern Theatre Dance 
Bronze Medal Test and hopefully there will be 
more successes to report in the future. 
Best wishes to you all for a very happy  
Christmas and New Year and I look forward to 
seeing the children again when lessons re-start 

week  commencing Monday 11th January 2010. 
New pupils are always welcome -  details available 
from either Mrs Slater  in the School Office or  
myself on 632 6513. 



 
Music Report by Mrs. McDonald 
 
My students have had to work very hard this term in order to equip themselves with the knowledge required for their examinations.  I am now 
expecting good results from each and every student as they have been very conscientious throughout this period. 
Molly Weir, my youngest examination pupil this term, has taken her First Steps with the Victoria College of Music.  Charlotte Cullen, who has 

only recently started piano lessons, has also taken her VCM First Steps Examination.  Tom Johnson has achieved an excellent standard in taking 
his VCM Advanced Preparatory Examination and Hannah Das, who has taken her VCM Preliminary and Preparatory Examination, is the only 
candidate to take two examinations in one session.  Chloe Traynor and Damon Taylor have taken their VCM Preparatory Examination and Ellie 
Wilson took her VCM Preparatory Keyboard Examination.  Connell Finnegan will be taking his ABRSM Grade 2 in January and I wish him 
well with this important examination.  I am very pleased with everyoneôs progress and look forward to receiving their results soon.  Holly 
McCulloch, my youngest pupil; Heather Davies, Natalie Murphy and Harry Jones are all highly conscientious scholars who have made an 
excellent start to their music lessons.  It will not be long before they will be embarking on their first examinations.  All students also have theory 
of music lessons alongside their piano or keyboard lessons which contributes much to their understanding of the many technical terms and 

Italian words which are used in music.  They all complete at least two pages each week in their theory books and once a year we have a óTheory 
Marathonô to see who can do the most theory over a period of six weeks.  We cannot deny the power of music in our lives today.  All children 
are heavily involved in a variety of musical genres.  However, students who study music achieve much higher grades than those who do not.  
These students also develop faster physically and their listening skills are improved through music education.  The top three academic countries 
in the world, all place a great emphasis on music education and participation in music.  I do hope you have a wonderful Christmas and may I 
wish you all the best for the New Year.  Lessons will resume on 12th January 2010. 

 

Music Report by Mrs. Lea 

 
This term the Ocarina group has been a mixture of second year players with some beginners.  The children have enjoyed much success with solo 
work and playing with accompaniment of both piano and hand bells.  The group are also playing some tunes from Ocarina Praise.  Next term we 
will be working on books two and three and continuing to learn rhythms and notation.  Well done to all the children involved. 
The Infant music club has continued to use the music elements such as loud and soft and crescendo and diminuendo.  We have also been using 
tempo and pitch.  Through songs and games we have been beating out music with drums and tambourines, stressing strong beats.  By listening, 
an important skill in music, the children can determine how loud or soft music is and whether it changes throughout a piece.  Through songs and 
music stories we have worked on ostinata and other rhythm patterns.  The children have also started some xylophone playing and we have begun 

to learn the letters we use in music.  We have also done some work on notes, moving by step or small or large jumps.  Well done to the children. 

PPSPA Christmas 2007  -  Report by Mrs. Cullen, Chairperson 

 
At the beginning of term the Parents Association held its Annual General Meeting and the following officers were elected again for a further year: 
Chairperson - Nicki Cullen,  Vice-Chair - Diane Hall,  Treasurer - Rachel Gidman-Stroh,  Secretary - Marco Sambucci. 
The year started rather disappointingly with poor ticket sales for the Charity Fashion Show event that was to go ahead in November.  The fashion 

Show had been a huge success last year and so it had been decided to run the event again.  However this had to be cancelled but we are hoping to 
host it in the spring of next year.  Watch out for dates. 
Our Christmas Fair is the biggest traditional event of the school year and this year the PPSPA made a decision to hold this event a week earlier than 
last year at the end of November.  The event was once again a huge success.  The amount raised on the evening was approx £2200.00 after expenses 
this is the best total for many years!  The success is owed to a great team working on behalf of all the committee, parents and friends who volunteer 
and attend the event.  Many, many thanks to all for your donations, help and support. 
As you are all aware the Committee have been raising money towards the purchase and installation of a new IT Suite.  Quotes received by the school 
have been ranging from circa 5K ï 12K.  The Committee have therefore been working hard with various organisations to understand the quotes and 

trying to develop a 21st Century IT Suite that would be ñfit for the purposeò for our children and could also be adapted in the future.  We now believe 
we have this solution.  Therefore with the successful events that have been held this year to raise the necessary funding, the Committee are delighted 
to announce that the installation of the New IT suite will go ahead in the near future.  A huge thank you  to you all. 
The next meeting of the Parents Association is in January 2010.  All parents are welcome to come along, contribute and help in any way they can. 
There are a number of events already organised for 2010 so please put the dates in your diaries: 
Easter Eggstravaganza - 19th  March;  Spring Ball - 8th May (new venue and live band!);  Summer Fair - 12th  June;  
Summer BBQ - 26th June.s 
We are always open to suggestions for new events and any fundraising ideas so please pass these in to Mrs Slater and they will be 

forwarded to a PPSPA member.  Finally, I wish to thank you for your continued support with all the events that are organised and look forward to 
seeing you at our future functions during 2010. 
On behalf of the PPSPA we wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Speech & Drama Report by Miss R. Cottier 

 
The festive season has arrived and all the Speech and Drama pupils helped us get in to the spirit of Christmas by performing comical, convincing 
interpretations of acting sketches and verse speaking for a Drama Assembly performed on Wednesday 3rd  November 2009.  
It is safe to say Years Five and Six have put everyone off ever working in the airport with their hilarious devised óAirport sceneô which they 

created themselves! 
Some Speech and Drama students have also entered the Trinity Guildhall Speech and Drama examinations on 16th and 17th December 2009.  We 
wish them all best of luck.  I would particularly like to congratulate John Thompson for passing his Grade 5 Trinity Guildhall examination with a 
high Merit, an excellent mark.  This was undertaken whilst John was in Year 5 and he is the youngest pupil in Prenton Preparatory School to have 
taken a Grade 5 examination.  To give you some idea of the standard of examination he took, Grade 6 is the equivalent to an A-Level and the 
QCA award points through the UCAS system.  This is an amazing achievement.  WELL DONE JOHN!   
Next year we will be working towards the Chester and Wirral Speech and Drama Festivals and a performance at the Schoolôs Open Day in 
March. 

If any new pupils wish to join the fun of Speech and Drama please contact Mrs Slater to reserve your place.  New pupils in Kindergarten are also 
very welcome. 
Have a Merry Christmas and a good rest, I look forward to seeing you recharged next year! 
Speech and Drama lessons restart on  Tuesday, 12th January 2010. 


