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The Spring term has once again been an extremely busy one with many varied activities.  I‟m sure that everyone 
will enjoy a well-deserved break after all their hard work. 
We are very pleased with all of our pupils but Year 6 especially have made us proud and have risen to the 
challenges put before them this year.  Their achievements have been extremely pleasing with 100% pass rate to 
the Independent Sector and 91% pass into the Grammar Schools.  As they continue their hard work into the 
Summer term and the approaching SATs tests we look forward to further successes. 
Many of our children have been busy outside the classroom this term with exceptional results.  The Chester and 
Wirral Speech and Drama festivals took place in March and our pupils, once again, have achieved great success.  
Sport has also figured prominently again this term and we are very pleased with our Netball, Swimming and 
Football teams and especially those who won the Christopher Turner trophy. Well done to all who have represented 
the school. 

Charity 
As a community Prenton Prep have once again contributed 
generously to charitable causes.  Also several of our pupils 
took it upon themselves to support Comic Relief.  Year 6 held 
a cake sale, Bonnie Ha and Chloe Maher, Year 5 held a 
sponsored silence (which passed almost without a murmur) 
and Parneet Dhillon and Kiera Sahota, Year 4 organised a 
raffle.  It was heart-warming to see the commitment these 
pupils showed whilst doing something positive for the good of 
others.  We also responded to a request from Claire House to 
take part in the “Ditch the Uniform” day and, of course, all the 
PPS families supported this event generously. 
This term the following charities have benefited. 
 
Easter Service Collection, Barnados £100.00 
Charity Chomp, Unicef £178.00 
Comic Relief £200.00 
Claire House £110.00 
Making a grand total of £588.00 
 
Special Thanks 
All at PPS would like to extend their heartfelt thanks to the 
PPSPA for their generosity in donating a selection of fun and 
educational resources for the After School Activities club and 
for the new television which will benefit all our children. 
Thanks also to Mr. and Mrs. Saverimutto for their kindness in 
arranging a new school football strip.  The children are  
looking forward to achieving success in this new kit. 

Pick up and Drop off times 
We continue to receive complaints from both our neighbours and the local police about parking issues on Mount 
Pleasant.  Please bear in mind that nearby residents deserve access to and from their properties at all times.  When 
parking, could all parents please consider the safety of our pupils and the possibility that emergency vehicles may 
need to travel along the road. 

Summer Uniform 
 
We return to school on the 21st April and children should 

wear the summer uniform.  Dresses and 
straw boaters, white socks and navy or 
red sandals for the girls.  Black shoes 
are also acceptable but please avoid 
slip on or high heels for safety reasons.  
Short sleeve shirts and grey shorts are 
optional for the boys. 
Urban Design have 

assured us that all the Summer uniform 
will be available during the Easter 
holidays, although the dresses may not 
be in until the last week. 

Easter Service at St. Saviour’s 
 
Our Juniors performed “Resurrection Rock” as part of 
our Easter Service on Monday, 30th March.  It was a 
lovely performance, the Year 6 pupils read clearly and 
well done to our choir who supported them with beautiful 
voices.  All the hard work of the Junior staff was well 
worth it and we thank them for their efforts.  Thank you 
also to all the families who joined us in these 
celebrations. 

Science Week 
The standard of projects in this term‟s Science week was, again, extremely high with some projects being particularly 
unusual and appearing for the first time.  Mr. Jones and Mr. Paul had the unenviable task of choosing winners in each 
class.  Every child who took part spoke with sound knowledge and enthusiasm on their presentations and we would like 
to congratulate them all. 
The winners were : 
Pre-School  -  Emma Pemberton “Flowers in Dye”;  Kindergarten  -  Scarlotte Mok “Air Pressure on a Leaking Bottle”;   
Year 1  -  Jensen Woodward “Electrical Conductors and Insulators”;  Year 2  -  Elle Nudd “Kaleidoscope”; 
Year 3  -  Hannah Das “Chemical Reactions”;  Year 4  -  Ellie Wilson “Light Bending Through Water”; 
Year 5  -  Harry Das “Air Pressure  -  A Rocket” and Year 6  -  Jalaal Miller “Aluminium and Sodium Hydroxide. 



PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
This term Pre-School have been learning 
about People Who Help Us and dinosaurs, 
amongst other themes. 

Early in the term the children 
enjoyed a visit to Birkenhead 
Fire Station where they 
discovered what it is like to 
work as a Fire Fighter and 
the different ways in which 
they help us.  All the children 
had the opportunity to sit in 
the fire engine and to fire the 
water hose which was very 

exciting. 
They learned that fire fighting can be very 
dangerous at times and how lucky we are to 
have them to help us. 
On Wednesday, 4th March, Pre-School also 
visited Liverpool Museum to see models of 
the dinosaurs they had been learning about in 
class.  They decided their favourite was the 
Tyrannosaurus Rex, because it was the most 
fierce. 
When they returned to school, they tried to 
remember the models they had seen to paint 
their own interpretations of their favourite 
dinosaur. 
KINDERGARTEN’S NEWS 
Kindergarten have enjoyed two topics this 
term, each linked to pattern and colour 
around us.  The first half-term we studied  
textiles and after half-term, camouflage.  All 
the children experimented in pattern making 
and weaving and their “coats for Joseph” 
made a colourful display. 
We visited Blue Planet Aquarium and looked 
closely for fish using camouflage in their 
underwater environment.  Children have also 
enjoyed camouflaging themselves whilst role-
playing in the hide, looking out for wild 
animals. 

Our Easter Eggstravaganza display was of 
Easter boxes and everyone worked carefully 
to draw their own designs and took pride in 
choosing decorations to complete their work. 
We visited Ridgeway Library twice and, as 
always, the staff welcomed us with stories 
and craftwork projects for the children.  We 
will miss our visits when the library is forced 
to close in the near future. 
 
NEWS FROM YEARS 1 AND 2 
This term, Years 1 and 2 had an eggciting 
time creating their very own Easter or Spring 
Plate which they were delighted to take home 
to keep. 
Mrs Hatter from the Potting Shed came to 
school to work with the children in the art 
room helping them to design their plates.  A 
short time later the children visited the Potting 
Shed to paint their plates and have them fired 
in the kiln. 

Here are some of the children‟s thoughts : 
Gurjeevan  -  First we drew  on a piece of 
paper. 
Jensen  -  We drew an Easter egg and 
made a pattern on it.  Some of Year 2 
made a Spring picture. 
Freya  - We had to remember to draw a 
big pattern so that when we painted it, it 
would be easier.  Then we used a piece of 
tracing paper to trace over our pictures. 
Oliver Hercules  -  Mrs. Hatter from the 
Potting Shed gave us a plate and we had 
to clean it with a damp sponge. 
Ryan  -  Mrs. Hatter told us that the plates 
were made of clay so we needed to clean 
the dry plate before 
we did anything else 
so that it would be 
nice and shiny when it 
came out of the kiln. 
Hollie  -  We had to 
write our names on 
the back of the plate 
so we could tell who 
they belonged to.  
Mrs. Hatter said they would look very 
different when they came out of the kiln. 
Charlotte  -  Mrs. Hatter put the painted 
plates into a big, very hot oven called a 
kiln. 
Oliver Howard  -  A few days later we 
went to the Potting Shed to paint our 
plates in her workshop. 
Harry  -  We put the tracing paper on the 
plate and pressed hard with our pencils to 
go over the pattern again and transfer it 
onto the plate. 
Oliver Saverimutto  -  We had to paint 
over it three times so that it would dry 
better. 
Megan  -  When we got our plates back it 
was really hard to tell which one was ours 
because they looked so different.  We 
entered the plates into the Easter 
Eggstravaganza competition. 
 
YEAR 3’S SPRING NEWS 
Heather Davies tells us about Year 3’s 
trip to Pizza Express 
“On the 11th February we went to Pizza 
Express.  The first Pizza Express was 
opened in Soho in London. 
 
We all made a pizza and we could choose 
the toppings that we liked best.  I saw the 
fridge, the oven and the dishwasher.  We 
also saw the office and the kitchen.  There 
is a Pizza Express in Chester”. 
 
Year 3 also went on a Historical Trip to 
Chester 
A Report by Christopher Hall 
“We left school on the minibus and went to 
the Grosvenor Museum in Chester.  First 
we went to the galleries and saw some 
gravestones.  The gravestones looked 
very old and they had parts missing.  Then 
we saw models and pictures of the 
Romans.  We also saw Roman coins and 
we built a keystone Roman arch.  The 
arch was held up by the keystone at the 
top. 

Next we went to the workshop and looked 
at a map of the world.  We were then 
shown a model of the layers of history.  
The Roman layer was at the very bottom.  
We then went to a table and practised 
making a mosaic.  I enjoyed that a lot. 
On the next table we examined finds by 
looking at things with a magnifying glass.  
When we had examined them we placed 
them into the correct labelled bowl. 
On the third table we looked at Roman 
pipes and tiles.  The pipes looked very 
strange because they were thin at the end 
and fat in the middle.  The tiles were 
mostly broken but were beautifully 
coloured.  Then we looked at a skeleton 
from Roman times.  The skeleton was 
missing his feet as they had not found 
them.  The skeleton was thought to be 13 
or 14 years old, but was smaller than my 
friend. 
The fourth table had lots of pottery on it.  I 
saw an amphora and stand, some bowls 
and jugs.  Some of the bowls and jugs 
were plain which were cheap and some 
were Samian ware which were very 
expensive.  I also saw a pestle and mortar 
and I had a go at grinding bark.  The last 
thing I saw on the fourth table was a 
Roman scraper. 
Next Hannah was dressed up in Roman 
Costume.  She wore a scarf, body armour, 
a short sword called a Gladius, a helmet, 
a big shield and a javelin called a Pilum.  
Hannah looked good in the costume. 
After lunch we marched with men dressed 
up as Roman soldiers around Chester.  
We also dressed in plastic armour.  In the 
Roman gardens they told us lots of things 
about the Roman fort such as, how they 
threw things like rocks at the Celts when 
they were attacking as the fort was by the 
river.  Next we went back to the Roman 
galleries.  Near there was a shop where 
we were allowed to spend our money.  I 
bought two Roman coins and a Dig-a-
Dinosaur. 
We got back on the mini-bus and went 
back to school.  I had a very good time”. 
 
YEAR 4’S TRIP TO WORLD OF GLASS 
On 1st April (April Fool‟s Day) we visited 
World of Glass in St. Helen‟s. 
We saw people blowing glass and they let 
Mr. Jones have a turn! 
We watched a video which was quite 
scary because of the special effects. 
We went through the old ventilation 
tunnels. 
We saw an enormous chandelier, the 
weight of 16 baby elephants, made up of 
thousands of glass droplets. 
We studied glass properties by looking at 
different objects including glasses which 
gave you fly vision! 
We learned about Ancient Egyptian glass 
and completed a quiz. 
They had amazing sinks in the bathroom 
and we couldn‟t work out how the water 
drained away. 
Overall, we would award the trip ten out of 
ten! 
By Year 4 



YEAR 5 VISIT TO BIRKENHEAD PRIORY 
By Chloe Maher 
“On the 14th January I went to Birkenhead 
Priory which is one of the monastries for the 
monks. 
We headed off in the mini-bus after lunch.  I 
sat next to Bonnie.  We parked on the 
churchsite which is now just gravel.  We 
walked into an area which had walls but had 
lost its roof.  On the left of this room was the 
visitors‟ parlour and on the right was the 
monks‟ parlour.  You could see where the 
wall was because of the stones sticking out 
on another wall. 
Next the guide took us through a doorway.  
Outside was where people had been buried 
on top of one another.  The ground is now 
raised and you can see this because one of 
the doors was covered in soil so that the top 
of the door is the only bit showing. 
Mrs. Jones announced that we were going 
up St. Mary‟s Tower and everyone squealed 
with excitement.  St. Mary„s church and 
tower was built in 1820 and the church was 
demolished in 1975.  Also to the Priory, the 
monks had a farm on the area now covered 
by Alfred Road and Grange Mount.  The 
road that joins the farm and Priory was 
known as Grange Lane (now Grange Road).  
There are ninety-nine steps going up and 
each one has a car with a name on it.  
These are the names of people who died in 
H. M. Thetis (a submarine).  When we 
arrived at the top, Mrs. Jones pointed things 
out to us as you can see for miles.  We 
could see the Echo Arena, the Liver Building 
and even St. Saviour‟s Church.  It was 
disappointing going back down. 
After going up St. Mary‟s tower we went in 
the Chapter House which was where the 
monks held their meetings and small church 
services.  The Chapter House is the oldest 
building in Merseyside.  It has a very 
beautiful ceiling with sandstone bricks in it 
which all lead to the centre or the key stone.  
Without the key stone the ceiling would fall.  
The Chapter House is still used as a church 
now, some people are married there. 
We were taken to the Undercroft next which 
was originally a store room.  Inside was a 
mini museum with broken bits of pottery and 
stone.  There was a model of a man who 
had come from Liverpool bleeding and the 
monks tried to heal him with their home-
made medicine, but unfortunately he died. 
Last but not least we were taken up to the 
refectory which was where the monks had 
their meals.  The monks only eat meat on 
special occasions like Christmas and Easter 
but that was only birds. 
It was a great trip and I especially loved 
going up St. Mary‟s tower”. 
 
YEAR 6 VISIT TO THE ROYAL 
LIVERPOOL PHILHARMONIC 
By Alex Quigley 
 
“On Thursday, 12th March, our class, Year 
6, went to the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
to watch a concert. 
The first piece played was one called 
“Things to Come” by Arthur Bliss.  This was 
used as an opening for the show.   

Next the guide took us through a doorway.  Out-
side was where people had been buried on top 
of one another.  The ground is now raised and 
you can see this because one of the doors was 
covered in soil so that the top of the door is the 
only bit showing. 
Mrs. Jones announced that we were going up 
St. Mary‟s Tower and everyone squealed with 
excitement.  St. Mary„s church and tower was 
built in 1820 and the church was demolished in 
1975.  Also to the Priory, the monks had a farm 
on the area now covered by Alfred Road and 
Grange Mount.  The road that joins the farm 
and Priory was know as Grange Lane (now 
Grange Road).  There are ninety-nine steps 
going up and each one has a car with a name 
on it.  These are the names of people who died 
in H. M. Thetis (a submarine).  When we arrived 
at the top, Mrs. Jones pointed things out to us 
as you can see for miles.  We could see the 
Echo Arena, the Liver Building and even St. 
Saviour‟s Church.  It was disappointing going 
back down. 
After going up St. Mary‟s tower we went in the 
Chapter House which was where the monks 
held their meetings and small church services.  
The Chapter House is the oldest building in 
Merseyside.  It has a very beautiful ceiling with 
sandstone bricks in it which all lead to the cen-
tre or the key stone.  Without the key stone the 
ceiling would fall.  The Chapter House is still 
used as a church now, some people are mar-
ried there. 
We were taken to the Undercroft next which 
was originally a store room.  Inside was a mini 
museum with broken bits of pottery and stone.  
There was a model of a man who had come 
from Liverpool bleeding and the monks tried to 
heal him with their homemade medicine, but 
unfortunately he died. 
Last but not least we were taken up to the refec-
tory which was where the monks had their 
meals.  The monks only eat meat on special 
occasions like Christmas and Easter but that 
was only birds. 
It was a great trip and I especially loved going 
up St. Mary‟s tower”. 
 
YEAR 6 VISIT TO THE ROYAL LIVERPOOL 
PHILHARMONIC 
 
By Alex Quigley 
 
“On Thursday, 12th March, our class, Year 6, 
went to the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic to 
watch a concert.. 
 
We left school at 9.55am and arrived at 
10.15am when we were quickly seated ready 
for the show to start at 10.30am. 
 
The first piece played was one called “Things to 
Come” by Arthur Bliss.  This was used as an 
opening for the show.  Next was “En Bateau” 
written by Claude Debussy.  This was placed in 
the blue zone which was very peaceful.  Also in 
the blue zone was some music called “Blue 
Whale”.  This was written by George Fenton 
and was originally from The Blue Planet T.V. 
series. 

Our next game was away at Mostyn House 
which we managed to win 3-2 with goal-
keeper, William Newbolt, saving a penalty in 
the last minutes to maintain our lead. 
Next up were Tower College in the quarter 
finals of the ISA Umbro cup.  Early in the 
game we took a 1-0 lead and they equalised 
just before half time to make it 1-1.  The 
second half was very tight and no further 
goals were scored.  The game went to extra 
time and then on to penalties, which we 
unfortunately lost 3-2. 
Also this term we have had the ISA regional 
5-a-side tournament in Grimsby on 
9th February.  We managed to win 2 of our 5 
matches finishing in 5th place.  The team 
played well in most matches but we just 
couldn‟t take our chances.  Our defence 
played superbly on the day with Chris Jones 
in particular playing well. 
Our last friendly was at Grange Road West 
against Mostyn House.  This was a 
disappointing game in which we just didn‟t 
gel together and we lost 5-1. 
We then had our Inter-House football 
competition in school and this year it was 
Livingstone who took the trophy beating 
Scott in a very close game in the final. 
To finish the term we hosted our annual 
Christopher Turner Football tournament at 
Grange Road West sports centre. There 
were eight teams there this year from all 
over the North-West of England.  We 
managed to win our first two matches 3-0 
against Merton House and gained revenge 
against Mostyn House.  A draw in our final 
group game 1-1 against Carleton House 
meant we qualified top of our group.  We 
drew Avalon in the semi-finals and managed 
to triumph on 2-1 on penalties after a tight 
1-1 draw.  The Grange were our opponents 
in the final and we all played really well as a 
team, winning 3-2.  We were all very proud 
to win the tournament and Mr. Jones said 
we‟d played excellently”. 
 
Swimming Report by Rachel Bawden and 
Robyn Swift. 
For the first swimming gala of the term we 
went over to I. M. Marsh College to take on 
Carleton House.  Several swimmers were 
representing the school for the first time 
especially those in Year 3 and everyone 
swam well but we ended up losing a tight 
contest. 
Next was our Junior Swimming Gala, which 
was on the 10th February at Europa Pools.  It 
was lots of fun and everyone enjoyed 
themselves.  Scott won again this year for 
the second time in a row. 
On the 25th February we went to City baths 
in Chester for a gala against Merton House.  
We were divided into A and B teams.  Our A 
team won but unfortunately our B team lost. 
Our last swimming gala of the term was a 
return to City baths against four other 
schools: Ellesmere College, Kingsmead, 
Merton House and Newton Primary.  We 
took a very strong team and all our 
swimmers did extremely well as we won by 
20 points. 
To end the term five of our Year 5 pupils 
took part in the ESSA Relay competition at 
Europa.  All swam excellently doing us 
proud. 

Next was “En Bateau” written by Claude 
Debussy.  This was placed in the Blue Zone 
which was very peaceful.  Also played in the 
Blue Zone was music called “Blue Whale”.  
This was written by George Fenton and was 
originally from The Blue Planet T.V. series. 
Then we entered the Orange Zone with 
“Kakadu” by Peter Sculthorpe.  Followed by 
the White Zone with the Ski Sunday theme 
tune called “Pop Looks Back” by Sam Fonteyn.  
The next tune was “Cantus Articus” written by 
Einojuhani Rautavaara. 
The Green Zone opened with “Carnavalito” for 
which we had to learn the words and sing 
along.  “Estancia” by Alberto Ginastera was 
also in the Green Zone.  Then they played a 
piece called “Atom Hearts Club” which was 
about recycling, they used four R words to 
represent it : 
Reduce; Reuse; Repair; and Recycle. 
To close, the orchestra played “Soul Bossa 
Nova” by Quincy Jones. 
I thought our trip was really good and I‟d like to 
go there again”. 
 
PPS SPORTING NEWS 
 
John Thompson, Year 5 tells us about an 
exciting new karate club 
“This term we have been doing karate in the 
school hall with out teacher, Mr. Nolan.  We 
have been learning basic punches, kicks and 
blocks.  It has been getting more and more 
complicated but we do not harm each other 
and if we do practice on each other we use the  
target pads.  We have also been learning how 
to count from one to ten in Japanese and 
Mr. Nolan says when we are in training we sit 
like they sit in Japan which is on our knees or 
with our legs crossed.  We are all definitely 
enjoying it”. 
 
Netball Report by Scarlett, Alex, Emma, 
Amy and Caroline, all Year 6 
“Our school netball team competes in many 
matches.  Our first match was against Carleton 
House on the 21st January which we won.  
Then we played against Mostyn House on the 
28th January and we also won that game. 
On the 11th March we played Mostyn House 
again and we beat them for a second time. 
We took part in the inter-house netball 
tournament between Churchill, Hillary, 
Livingstone, and Scott and Churchill won.  
There was lots of excitement amongst the 
spectators as well as the players. 
Then on the 30th March we took part in the 
Inter-Schools netball tournament in which we 
came 4th. 
We have had quite a successful season and 
have enjoyed playing netball a lot”. 
 
Football Report by George, Chris and 
Jamie, all Year 6 
“The school football team have played a 
number of friendly matches and competitive 
tournaments this term and have generally 
achieved very pleasing results. 
Our first game was at home against Carleton 
House. 
The team played well against a strong 
opposition and we came away with a 2-1 win.  
This was especially pleasing as our manager, 
Mr. Jones, was not there and the captain, 
Jamie McColl, took over as manager for the 
day. 



 DANCE REPORT BY MISS MORGAN-HAYES 
“Once again, I would like to thank all pupils for their hard work 
throughout the past term and report that, although classes are 
smaller in number these days, those in attendance remain 
enthusiastic and are making good progress.  A special thank you 
is extended to all girls from Year 1 upwards who participated in 
the dance demonstration on Open Day.  This year, in addition to 
Ballet and Modern, Ballroom and Latin American were also  
included and, as usual, the children rose to the occasion 
surpassing even my expectations.  There were many 
complimentary remarks from onlookers so well done everyone! 
A week of taster sessions in all dance genres was held at the 
end of term and several of the children took advantage of this 
offer.  All appeared to enjoy the sessions and hopefully some of 
the children will express an interest in pursuing it further next 
term.  Any parents requiring further information could contact 
either Mrs. Slater or myself on 632 6513. 
Lessons re-start on Monday 27th April 2009”. 
 
SPEECH AND DRAMA REPORT BY MISS COTTIER 
“All the speech and drama pupils from KG to Year 6 performed 
some delightful, humorous sketches at the school‟s Open Day on 
the 7th March.  These included scenes from popular literature 
such as Narnia, Roald Dahl and Horrid Henry, work, which the 
Years 4, 5 and 6 students had written themselves.  Thank you to 
all those who participated, your performances were excellent. 
 
Pupils at PPS achieved outstanding results at the Chester and 
Wirral Speech and Drama festival on the 14th and 21st March.  
Students entered a variety of classes including, Solo Acting, 
Duologues, Prose Reading and Verse Speaking.  They 
performed their prepared pieces in front of a live audience, with 
adjudication at the end.  The classes were large with over 30 
competitors in one class.  I am extremely proud of all my pupils 
who took part in the competition, this is a huge achievement and 
helps prepare students for the stage, future auditions and most 
importantly gives them confidence in public speaking. 
 
The results were as follows: 
Caitlin Baxter : Little Thespians Choral Speaking 
 1st Place 
 Prose Reading  -  2nd Place 
Charlotte Cullen : Little Thespians Choral Speaking 
 1st Place 
Hannah Das : Commended 
Shasank Loharuka : Verse Speaking  -  1st Place 
 Prose Reading  -  2nd Place 
 Verse Speaking  -  3rd Place 
Jessica Price : Prose Reading  -  3rd Place 
Marcus Ronayne-Sambucci : Duologue  -  1st Place 
 Prose Reading  -  2nd Place 
 Verse Speaking  -  2nd Place 
 Verse Speaking  -  3rd Place 
Joely Ross : Commended 
John Thompson : Duologue  -  1st Place 
Molly Weir : Little Thespians Choral Speaking 
 1st Place 
Special congratulations go to Caitlin, Charlotte, Molly and 
Shasank who entered the festival for the first time, they were all 
confident performers, a credit to the school.  Marcus also 
deserves a special mention as he was placed in every single 
class he entered! 
 
It is evident there is lots of young talent at PPS, keep up the 
excellent work. 
 
In the summer term the students are given the opportunity to 
enter the prestigious Trinity Guildhall examinations, last year we 
received a 100% pass rate as well as devising scenes for our 
annual Summer Concert. 
If your child would like to join Speech and Drama please see 
Mrs Slater at the School office. 
 
Have a lovely Easter and I look forward to more creative, fun 
drama lessons next term beginning Tuesday, 28th April”. 

All the staff at Prenton Preparatory School wish 
you a Happy Easter. 

 
We look forward to welcoming the children 

back to school on 21st April 2009 
wearing Summer uniform  

MUSIC REPORT BY MRS. MCDONALD 
“Several children took Victoria College of Music Examinations last 
term and they all achieved excellent results after a great deal of 
hard work.  Tom Johnson received an excellent Distinction in his 
Preliminary Examination; Chloe Traynor received a high Merit in 
her First Steps; and Damon Taylor also received a high Merit in his 
Preliminary Examination.  
 
In the last few days of the Spring term, the following students have 
taken VCM Piano and Keyboard Examinations: 
 
Hannah Das      First Steps Piano 
Tom Johnson   Preparatory Piano 
Chloe Traynor   Preliminary Piano 
Ellie Wilson       Preliminary Keyboard 
 
The results will be announced after Easter and I am sure they will 
have done very well. 
 
Ideally, those students who take music lessons should follow a 
practice schedule which amounts to approximately twenty minutes 
a day.  This will enable them to be effective and efficient as the 
routine makes it much easier to master the pieces.  Unlike studying 
for tests or exams, piano practice cannot be crammed into the last 
minute or the day before the lesson.  Don‟t try to learn a piece all at 
once; take it in sections and work on each section until it can be 
played without mistakes.  Remember that if you only practise your 
reading once a week it will take a very long time to learn to read 
properly.  The same is true when learning to play an instrument.  It 
is imperative that you practise your instrument daily. 
 
Best wishes for Easter - I hope you all enjoy your holiday. 
Entertain your families by playing your favourite pieces to them. 
 
One place is available if anyone would like to begin lessons next 
term.  Please contact Mrs Slater at school. 
 
Lessons begin again on Tuesday, 21st April 2009”. 
 
MUSIC REPORT BY MRS. LEA 
Ocarina Groups Years 2 and 3 
“Since joining PPS in February I have really enjoyed working with 
the children learning to play the ocarina.  Hannah Das, in Year 3, 
has enjoyed much success with solo work and playing with 
accompaniment.  More recently we have ventured into duets.  The 
Year 2 ocarinas, Caitlin, Holly, Megan and Elle have worked very 
hard and recently started work on their ocarina book two.  They are 
also playing some tunes from ocarina praise.  Next term we will be 
working on book two and learning to read rhythms and notation.  
Well done to all the girls.  I am looking forward to preparing concert 
items with the groups for the end of the school year. 
Infant Music Workshop 
Working with the infants has given me great pleasure.  Since taking 
over the group we have been learning about louds and softs in 
music and how to crescendo and diminuendo.  We have also been 
learning about tempo and pitch.  Through songs and games we 
have been beating out music with drums and tambourines, 
stressing strong beats.  By listening, an important skill in music, the 
children can determine how loud or soft music is and whether it 
changes throughout the length of the song or piece.  I am looking 
forward to working with the children next term. 
 
All lessons restart week beginning 21st April”. 


