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NEW BEGINNINGS 

 
This time of year is always tinged with sadness as we say goodbye to our eldest pupils.  Year 6 are leaving us for pastures new 
having had an extremely successful year.  Academically they have achieved a 100% pass rate to local independent schools and 
due to their success in the 11+ every child is moving to the school of their choice for next year.  More recently they have also 

attained excellent results in the SATs with 100% Level 4 in English, Maths and Science and around 50% Level 5 in all subjects. 
Their departure from school in a “hummer” capped a particularly enjoyable end to term, with parties, the leavers‟ assembly, 
treats and the residential stay at Barnstondale among their highlights. 
We wish all of the class every success for the future at their next school.  They have all shown great enthusiasm and are a 
determined group of children.  I am sure they will be a great credit both to us and themselves as they continue on to the next 
stage of their education. 
This year we look forward to the start of a new school year with great anticipation as, over the holidays, £9,000.00 is being 
spent on improving the facilities on offer in Pre-School.  New flooring, furniture, broadband access and computers are among 

the improvements being made and following hot on the heels of our successful Ofsted Report on this area this is an exciting 
time for the Garden floor! 

CHARITY 
 

The children took part in our annual sponsored swim earlier this term and 
we were once again very pleased with the effort and enthusiasm shown by 
all the children. 

The total raised was a very gratifying £1,640.00, which we will be sharing 
between Claire House, Alder Hey Children‟s Hospital and The Royal 
Lifeboat Institution. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 
The new term begins on Monday 
7th September and children should be in 
Winter uniform.  This should include 

sensible, flat shoes and black or navy coats 
without coloured trim. 

.P.P.S. PRODUCTIONS 

 

The Summer term was especially memorable for the 

quality of entertainment across our varied school 

productions. 

Our Foundation stage brought us Old McDonald‟s Farm 

gave us an endearing glimpse into life there with 
superbly confident voices and some beautiful singing.  

The Infants kept us on the edge of our seats with their 

adaptation of Tadpole Rag.  The quality of performances 

was excellent and everyone enjoyed this light hearted 

tale. 

At the Gladstone Theatre the standard of all the items 

was once again extremely high.  Oliver capped another 

fantastic night and Year 6 rose to the challenge as they 

have done all year and there were some polished 

performances.  It was pleasing to see the obvious enjoy-

ment and enthusiasm of all the cast shining through. 

Thank you once again to all the staff for their hard work 
towards these productions and also to the parents for 

helping children with their lines and costumes. 

PARKING 

 

Once again we have had complaints from the police and our neighbours on Mount Pleasant due to inconsiderate parking 

at drop off and pick up times.  There are also safety implications to these parking issues, which affect all of our children.  

Therefore we would like to ask all our parents to remember the access requirements of nearby residents and to park 

respectfully. 

STAFF NEWS 
 

This term we say goodbye to Mrs. Maher who is retiring.  
I‟m sure everyone at the school has been thankful for her 
contribution to the school life whilst she has been with 

us. 
She has been a big influence in the education and 
pastoral care of many pupils from Pre-School right 
through to Year 6 and will be sorely missed. 
Mrs. Ineichen is also moving on as she has gained a post 
as Class Teacher in another school.  In her short time 
with us she has become an extremely valued member of 
staff and we thank her for filling in when we needed it.  

Fortunately we will still see Mrs. Ineichen around 
Abigail, her daughter, will be in Year 1 next year. 
Once again the next academic year sees us welcome a 
new member of staff to the school. Miss Percival will be 
joining us in September to take over the infant group in 
After School Activities. Miss Percival has a range of 
experience as a classroom assistant and also working 
with children and mums in the leisure industry and I‟m 

sure that she will be made very welcome by all members 
of the PPS community. 



 FOUNDATION STAGE 

NEWS 
On Wednesday, 24th June, 
the sun shone brightly as Pre
-School and Kindergarten 

enjoyed a trip to Farmer 
Ted‟s in Formby. 
It made a lovely change to be able to walk 
around in the sun instead of having to shelter 
from the rain. 
There was so much to do when we arrived, that 
we wondered how we would fit everything in.  
We went straight to meet he guinea pigs and 

were allowed to stroke them, but not pick them 
up.  Their fur was very soft. 
After meeting the guinea pigs we had a little bit 
of time to play in the indoor play area.  It was 
lots of fun, with climbing frames and bumpy 
slides. 
We managed to fit some time in for our snack, 
after we had washed our hands, before rushing 

off to see the ferrets.  They had a race against 
each other and we had to cheer them on. 
After this we went on a very bumpy tractor ride 
and sang songs as we went around the farm.  We 
waved to all the people passing by and some of 
them waved back. 
It was then time for lunch, so we went back to 
the classroom to shelter from 

the sun! 
After lunch we had some free 
time to look around the farm 
and play in the outdoor play 
area before watching a lady 
who was very funny and made 
us laugh a lot as she milked one of the cows. 
It was then time to go home.  We boarded the 
minibus and headed back to school.  It had been 

a very busy day so some of us had a sleep on the 
way back. 
 

YEAR 1ôs NEWS 
Year 1 went on a trip around some of the land-
marks of the Wirral peninsula. 
Jensen remembers going to Bidston Windmill.  
We walked up the hill through the forest until we 

reached the windmill.  It was quite old but it had 
been repaired to make it look good again.  Jensen 
said it was built at the top of a hill because it was 
windier up there so the sails could turn around. 
Ryan says, next we went to Birkenhead docks 
and we saw some cargo ships and two Mersey 
Ferries, The Royal Daffodil and The Snowdrop.  
Ben says he has been on both of them! 

Hollie enjoyed going to Birkenhead Park and 
Mrs. Dutton told us that it had improved recently 
and now looks nice again and that the ponds 
have been cleaned out so that new plants can 
grow and the wildlife have come back to nest 

there. 
Bob says we  stopped at Leasowe 
Lighthouse which doesn‟t have a 

light at the top any more and it 
isn‟t near the sea any more.   We 
walked up the path to find the sea. 

Oliver Howard tells us that we then went on the 
beach at West Kirby where we looked at the 
three islands and ate our lunch. 
Freya describe the Mariners‟ Beacon where fires 
were lit at the top to show sailors the way up the 
river to Parkgate because there were no light-

houses at that time. 
Ben said he liked the next bit of the trip best 
because Mrs. Dutton bought us all an ice-cream 
at Parkgate!!  We all had a lovely time. 

YEAR 2 WENT THE ELLESMERE PORT 

BOAT MUSEUM 
Elle, Holly and Megan report that we went onto 
the longboats and narrow boats and saw where 
the beds were and where the people used to 
live.  The boats were decorated with plates, lace 

and pictures. 
Caitlin tells us that we watched the water in the 
lock filling up and then they let the narrow boat 
go through.  When the lock was empty of water 
they worked on the bottom of the boat. 
Harry, Ayeden and Ben enjoyed cutting out 
patterns in paper to make them look like lace.  
We did paintings of castles and hung them on 

the boat.  We made a chimney out of card and 
put it on the roof. 
Molly, Oliver and Jake tell how Jake and 
Megan made a sign to show who the boat 
belonged to.  We called it the Prenton Prep. 
Year 2 Boat.  We went round some old houses 
and saw how people lived years ago.  Then we 
played skittles, marbles, skipping, hoops and 

knocking down cans. 
We really enjoyed ourselves. 

JOELY ROSS DESCRIBES YEARS 3, 4 

AND 5ôS TRIP TO DELAMERE FOREST 
On Monday, 6th July, Years 3, 4 and 5 went to 
Delamere Forest on a big black and white coach 
and it took 45 minutes to get there.  When we 
arrived we put our bags in a classroom in the 
Forest.  The first thing we did was to go on a 

walk around the lake.  On the way around the 
lake we saw a very strange looking ant, a dead 
rat, a spider and near the water we saw lots of 
birds.  When we got back to the classroom we 
had our lunch and when we finished our lunch a 
lady took us into a forest.  She said that we 
were going to build a hut out of sticks, leaves 
and bags.  We had 50 minutes to build it on a 

tree.  When we finished our hut we had to 
camouflage it.  Then we went back to the coach 
and went to school where our parents picked us 
up. 
 

YEAR 6ôs BIG DVENTURE AT 

BARNSTONDALE BY ALEX QUIGLEY 
On Monday, 6th July, Year 6 went to 

Barnstondale for an overnight stay.  We got 
there at about 4 o‟clock and went straight to our 
lodge to unpack.  After that, Mrs. Fallon came 
into our room and told us that there was going 
to be a talent show later that night, so all the 
girls, except Scarlett, went upstairs to make up 
a dance.  Meanwhile the boys and Scarlett went 
out to play football.  Then we went for tea. 
We had turkey dinosaurs, chips and optional 

spaghetti hoops, followed by Artic roll and 
some chocolate and sweets from the tuck shop.  
After that the girls went back to the room to 
practice our dance. 

Unfortunately, during that practice, Emma 
dislocated her knee and had to be rushed off to 
hospital.  Then at about 8 o‟clock we went out 
to play rounders.  When we went back to the 
room to go to bed (at half past eleven), Emma 

came back on crutches. 
At half past three Robyn and Scarlett decided to 
play catch in the middle of the night; Caroline 
was snoring her head off and Rachel, Amy and 
I were trying to get to sleep. 
In the morning, we got up early, tidied the room 
and then went straight to breakfast.  After 
breakfast we went to meet Mike, our guide, and 

he explained what we were going to do. 
First we did two problem solving exercises 
followed by rock climbing and abseiling.  We 
then had lunch which was pizza and potato 
thingies.  After lunch we went river crossing 
and then onto a game where we were all blind-
folded.  There was a rope going around trees 
and mud and we had to follow the line around 

whilst in a sort of conga line.  We were not 
allowed to let go.  Mike was throwing mud at 
us.  After that we did Archery, where we learnt 

how to hold the bow, pick up 
an arrow, place the arrow on 
the bow and shoot.  We then 
collected our luggage ready 
for going home. 

We all agreed we had a 
fantastic time. 
 

YEAR 6ôS TRIP TO CHESTER ZOO 
On Thursday, 25th June Year 6 went on a 
Science Trip to Chester Zoo.  This trip was 
arranged and funded by Mr. Perriam a parent of 
one of our past pupils. 
The theme of the trip was conservation and we 

spent the day exploring the zoo and looking at 
all the different animals.  We found that many 
of the animals are threatened, endangered or 
critically endangered and some are even extinct 
in the wild. 
We then had a lesson with one of the zoo‟s 
education staff who discussed why animals are 
endangered, what we can do to help and 

explained what Chester Zoo does to help. 
In such a busy day we even had 
time to take a boat trip and ride 
on the monorail. 
Thank you to Mr. Perriam for 
organising and paying for it all 
- especially the ice-creams, 
YUM! 

 

FOOTBALL REPORT BY GEORGE 

CASHIN AND JAMIE MCCOLL 
Following the team‟s success in the Christopher 
Turner Football Tournament last term, we went 
to Abbeygate College for a friendly tournament 
on the 17th May .  Four schools were there 
including us.  We won all our games except for 

one which we drew against Aldford.  We came 
first in the Tournament overall. 
This was our last fixture of the season and we 

were overjoyed to leave with 
our heads held high! 
We would like to thank 
everyone involved this year as 
we really developed our skills 
to become a successful team 

through hard work. 



ATHLETICS AT WIGAN BY 

GEORGE, MATTHEW AND EMMA 
On the 10th June, a large number of 

juniors went to Wigan.  
We all thought it was 

going to rain but luckily it 
didn‟t.  Everyone got lots 
of sweets, but not too 
many! 
We really enjoyed the 
day.  Jamie from Year 6, 
and the Year 5 boys relay 
team made it to the finals 

of their races.  Unfortunately the Year 5 
boys relay team didn‟t win but Jamie won 
the 150 metre final and went on to 
represent the North of England in 
Birmingham. 
When we went home we were all tired. 
Jamie faced stiff competition in the final.  
He did really well finishing less than 2 

metres behind the eventual winner. 
Well done Jamie! 
 
 

EMMA AND CAROLINE TELL US 

ABOUT THE SWIMMING GALAS 
On Friday, 12th June, our swimming 
team went to Birkenhead Schools‟ 

Swimming Gala.  We had won it three 
times in a row so we all wanted it to be 
four.  It was a hard gala against four local 
primary schools and Redcourt.  Everyone 
swam very well and in the end we won by 
nine points. 
We then got into the final of the Wirral 
Sports Gala.  This took place on Friday, 
26th June at Europa Pools.  There were 

12 schools there.  We really raised our 
game for this, 
achieving med-
als in almost 
every event and 
winning 8 out 
of the 15 races.  
In the end we were clear 

winners to become the Champions of 
Wirral for the second time in three years. 
The people who achieved this were: 
Hannah, Harry, Phoebe, Katy, Will, Jack, 
Jessica, Marcus, Emma, John and 
Caroline. 
 
 

SPORTS DAY 

BY AMY, EMMA AND ALEX 
This year Sports Day was held on the 
19th June and it was fun.  We started with 
the form races, working from Year 6 
downwards to Year 3.  Then we went 
onto the Years 5 and 6 Girls‟ 200m and 
then to the Years 5 and 6 Boys‟ 200m.  

After that we had the Years 5 and 6 Girls‟ 
400m and also the Years 5 and 6 Boys‟ 
400m. 
After we had the Girls‟ and Boys‟ 60m 
followed by Years 3 and 4 60m.  Then we 
had the skipping and the obstacle races 
followed by the relays.  There was also 
high jump, long jump and throwing. 
Altogether Churchill won sports day but 

everyone had a great time joining in. 

CRICKET CLUB REPORT 

BY MATHEW AND CHRIS 
There are 11 people in the Cricket Club, Matthew, 
Chris, Shasank, Harry, George, Jamie, Jack, Will, 
Ryan, Sean and John.  Every Friday in the Summer 

Term we go to Grange Road West to practice our 
cricket skills. 
At first we found bowling quite difficult but as we 
worked at it we all developed our styles. 
Batting and fielding exercises were good fun too. 
We have enjoyed attending the Club and hope that it 

has prepared us for summer sports in 
our new schools. 

 

KWIK CRICKET REPORT 

BY CAROLINE AND SCARLETT 
On Monday, 22nd June, 10 of us 
went to Mostyn House in Parkgate for 
the ISA North Cricket Tournament.  

The 10 people involved were Caroline, Scarlett, Will, 
Jack, Jamie, George, Matthew, Chris, John and 

Harry. 
There were 16 schools there from all over the North 
of England.  We played against three of the schools. 
The first school we played against was Forest School.  
It was our first cricket game, we all played well but 
we lost.  Our second game was against The Grange 
School.  Unfortunately we were beaten quite heavily 
by a very strong team. 

Our final game was against Abbeygate College and 
was much more even.  We won this game putting into 
practice all our hard work of the year. 
We enjoyed our first attempt at Kwik Cricket, we had 
earned our ice-creams! 
 

DANCE REPORT BY MISS MORGAN-HAYES 
It has been a very small but lively group of children 
attending dance lessons this term and all without 

exception have worked with enthusiasm and there has 
been a general improvement all round, no doubt due 
to the amount of individual attention each child has 
been receiving!  A very special thank you is extended 
to the seven Junior girls who danced in the Concert at 
the Gladstone Theatre on 3rd July; there were many 
complimentary remarks about both of the 
performances and I thank them for their hard work 

and dedication - they should all feel very proud of 
themselves.  Congratulations also to Amy Sherlock - 
a very deserved recipient of the Hill Cup for Dance - 
and I wish her every success and happiness in her 
new school.  Amy has been a dance pupil since her 
early years at Prenton Prep. so will  be sadly missed. 
All that remains is for me to wish everybody a happy 
and relaxing Summer holiday, although I know there 

will be three very anxious girls from Years 3 & 4 
eager to return for the results of their recent Medal 
Tests but September will be here sooner than we 
imagine when I look forward to 
another happy and eventful 
year at Prenton Prep. 
New pupils are always 
welcome and anyone wishing 

their child to have a taster 
session in either Modern & 
Ballet or Ballroom & Latin 
American should contact the 
School Office. 
Dance lessons in the Autumn 
Term begin week commencing 
Monday, 14th September 2009. 

KARATE CLUB BY JOHN THOMPSON 
This was the second term of 
Karate and we have all enjoyed 
our lessons with Sensei Paul 
very much. 

We have played lots of fun 
games to develop our skills and 
also practiced the different 
moves necessary in Karate. 
We are all developing our 

punches, block and kicks well now and enjoyed 
demonstrating them at the Summer Concert. 
I am really looking forward to continuing with Karate 

next year. 
Karate Classes begin again on Wednesday, 
16th September. 
 

SPEECH AND DRAMA REPORT 

BY MISS COTTIER 
This term all the speech and drama pupils have been 
busy preparing for this year‟s Summer Concert. 

Kindergarten interpreted poems which where a delight 
to watch, whilst Years 2 and 3 took excerpts from the 
well known book „George‟s Marvellous Medicine‟ 
and made them into drama scenes.  Years 4, 5 and 6 
were creative in writing and devising their own acting 
sketch entitled „The Call Centre‟.  The children were 
inventive in using music and sound effects as well as 
different accents and dialects for some very 

convincing impressions of life working in a „Wirral 
Call Centre‟, this was a successful, comic sketch 
above and beyond their years!  There is clearly lots of 
talent at Prenton Prep. 
A number of pupils worked extremely hard whilst 
preparing for their Trinity Guildhall Speech and 
Drama examinations which took place on the 11th 
July.  John Thompson has taken his Grade 5 in 
Year 5; this is the youngest person in the school to 

ever take a Grade 5 speech and drama exam.  Grade 5 
is GCSE standard.  We are still awaiting the results 
which will be published in the Autumn Newsletter.  
We wish them all the best of luck! 
If any new pupils wish to join the fun of Speech and 
Drama please contact Mrs Slater to reserve your 
place.  All new pupils to Kindergarten are very wel-
come to join. 

Speech and Drama classes will recommence week 
beginning 14th September 2009. 
 

 

MUSIC REPORT BY MRS. LEA 
I have, once again, enjoyed working with the various 
groups of children in the Infant Music and Ocarina 
Classes. 
In Infant Music we have covered rhythm, pitch and 
beats and this provides an invaluable start to the 

children‟s introduction to musical instruments. 
All the children have developed a good understanding 
of these concepts and I hope they continue to building 
upon this excellent start. 
The Ocarina groups have both been small this term 
but what they have lacked in number they have more 
than made up for in enthusiasm. 
All the pupils have made outstanding progress on this 
instrument and this bodes well for their future musical 

careers. 



Prenton Preparatory School Parentôs Association Report by Nicki Cullen, Chairperson 
Dear All, 
On behalf of the Committee, I wish to say a BIG THANK YOU to all parents who have supported the Parents‟ Association throughout the 
year whether that be baking a cake, donating a bottle or spending your cash at the various events.  On a personal note I also want to take this 
opportunity to give an enormous thank you to the Committee for all their hard work, dedication and commitment as, without them, none of the 

fabulous, fun events would have been possible! 
This year has been another fantastic one where we have raised over £4,677 from the various events and donated over £1,700 to the school for 
numerous activities ranging from t-shirts for the swimming team to the back drop for the school production of Oliver.  As you all know we are 
now focusing on raising money for the new I.T. suite and our aim is to see the work commence around Christmas time. 
This year has, again, seen us welcome a number of new faces on the Committee and I hope that together with the now more experienced 
members we will be welcoming many more Parents to the meetings in the Autumn Term! 
The final summer term is always a busy one for the Committee.  In a little over two months time we held the Summer Ball at Leasowe Castle 
where everyone had an exciting and enjoyable evening.  This was followed by our main event of the year - the Summer Fair - which was 

hugely successful with the added benefit of a fabulously sunny day for us all.  We saw a number of new stalls including a popcorn machine 
and a bouncy slide!  The final event of the year was the Summer BBQ where we again struck lucky with the weather and a good time was had 
by all who attended. 
I would like to wish you all a happy Summer Break and I look forward to seeing you all when we return in September. 
Last but not least some dates for your diaries Tuesday, 22nd September is the first Committee Meeting of the new term and the 

Parentsô Association AGM will be held on Wednesday 21st October.  
All Parents are welcome to attend and we welcome your ideas, feedback and opinions! 

MUSIC REPORT BY MRS McDONALD 
All my pupils have worked very hard this term to achieve their best performance levels.  Some students were almost 
ready to take their examinations but the date coincided with the School‟s Gladstone Theatre performance so it was 
decided that they would be entered in the Autumn Term.   
Last term Tom Johnson took his VCM Preparatory Examination; Ellie Wilson and Chloe Traynor also took their VCM 

Preparatory Examination and Hannah Das took the First Steps Examination and all gained a Distinction or Merit.  Some 
students have taken two examinations this year so they have been very busy indeed.   
Connell Finnegan is preparing for his Grade 2 ABRSM Examination and has received the Music Prize for making 
excellent progress this year.  Well done Connell!  George Cashin is working towards his Grade 2 Keyboard Examination 

with the London College of Music and he gave an outstanding individual performance at the Gladstone Theatre.  I wish him every success as 
he prepares to leave and embark on his secondary education.  I hope he continues to progress to higher levels in music at his new school. 
Most pupils entered a theory marathon this term.  It was a useful exercise in encouraging students to support their practical work.  The 
students who completed the most theory exercises in a six week period were Chloe Traynor, Hannah Das Tom Johnson and Ellie Wilson.  

Everyone who took part received a certificate and a small token.   Well done!  Theory is excellent „brain food‟. It certainly pays dividends to 
understand how music is written. Chords, melodies, and changes are all rooted in complex musical theory.  You have all shown that you can 
complete at least an exercise each week so I am looking forward to continued enthusiasm next term. 
During the vacation I would like all students to do some sight reading to give their brains another workout, as their eyes must follow the 
music while their hands play it. The ability to sight read is similar to knowing a foreign language, yet also requires extreme hand-eye 
coordination. The eye muscles are also strengthened as they move up and down the staff across the page.  
Piano playing also increases hearing awareness. Not everyone is born with a good sense of pitch, but people can develop it through exposure 
and practice. When you play piano, you train your ear to hear pitches and tones in relation to one another. This makes developing a sense of 

relative pitch possible. Intervals stimulate your mind in slightly different ways. A perfect fifth will cause one reaction in your brain, while a 
seventh will cause an entirely separate reaction. This trains the mind to recognize pitches and intervals, even if beneath 
the level of the conscious mind.  
Besides all that I have mentioned, piano playing is great fun. The piano has provided society with over a hundred years 
of enjoyment and will do so for hundreds more. It's not only an instrument; it's a social communication tool and a brain 
exercise, as well.  
I am delighted that so many new students wish to take lessons and I am looking forward to teaching them in the Autumn 
Term which will begin on Tuesday, 15th September 2009. 

Have a wonderful vacation and enjoy your music. 

 

All the Staff at PPS would like to wish you 

a happy and relaxing summer holiday 

and look forward to the new term 

Which commences on 

Monday, 7th September 2009 


